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mendation was never given effect to, though, no doubt, the
status and prospects of the other services were raised in pro-
portion to their increasing importance.

The greatest of all the services, the Public Works, other-
wise the various engineering branches, whether general or
irrigation, was at one time the proud product of the famous
College at Cooper's Hill.1 They are the men who have
built the great roads and State edifices of India, and, with
the railway engineers, those enormous bridges over the
Indian rivers that are world famous, to which reference has
already been made. Under the new proposals many of the
branches of this service have had to, or will, drop from their
Imperial status, viz. from the position of an Empire service
appointed by the Secretary of State, to that appointed by
the Government of India, or the Provincial Governments.
The trouble of this is the intense wire-pulling often engen-
dered in the eager desire of numerous fairly qualified young
Indians to attain to one of the scanty openings available. Up
till lately the superior services, whether the openings were for
Europeans or Indians, were filled by the Secretary of State.
Now all save those specially reserved will be filled in India.
Certain essential and super-important services such as irri-
gation, will still be 'Federal' to use the new name, and at any
rate for the present, the number of British Europeans in
certain services is fixed. If India is to be kept on the straight
path by certain judicious excisions and improvements of the
White Paper, then service in such departments as still employ
Europeans, the Civil Service, the Police, the Irrigation, etc.,
will still be worth having and India will still be worth serv-
ing. There is no reason whatever, if the situation is handled
with a little ultimate decision, why the British and Indian
shall not continue to serve India as happily as heretofore.
The best type of young Briton should have as useful and
interesting a career in India in the future as in the past.
On the other hand if a De Valera-esque position is to be

1 \Vhen Cooper's Hill was abolished, now many years ago, the Indian
services were recruiting from the ordinary sources of the Empire.